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which they bear a considerable resemblance. All are, how-
ever, of small size; the wings are typically Neuropterous and
are roofed over the body. The fore-wings are in no way thick-
ened as tegmina. General colour is brown, but some have
warning coloration and mimic Hymenoptera.
The head is rounded, with compound eyes and a pair of short
antennse, which are simple. Mouth-parts are of mandibulate
type. The prothorax is much elongated and the raptorial
fore-legs are situated near the head. These legs are very
similar to those of the Mantidce. The coxae are long, the femur
is thickened and spiny. The tibia folds like a clasp-knife on
to these spines and thus constitutes an admirable organ of
prehension. The tarsus is quite small. Meso- and meta-
thorax are both short and bear ordinary walking legs. The
two pairs of wings are membranous, often transparent, with
netted veins, and are almost equal in size.
The larva is at first campodeiform, but later becomes a fat
grub with reduced legs. The mouth-parts are short but sharp
and adapted for piercing.
The female insect lays its eggs in a similar way to Chrysopa,
each egg being borne on a slender footstalk.
On hatching in autumn the larvae are active and somewhat
like Carabid larvae, but of course with totally different jaws.
They moult once and then hibernate without having taken
food. In spring, activity is resumed and each larva searches
out the egg-cocoon of a spider (Lycosa). This is entered by
the larva and when the spider's eggs have reached a certain
stage in development, the young Mantispa commences feeding
on them. The next moult reveals an almost legless grub,
which has a small head and which is quite incapable of loco-
motion. In a few days it is full fed and spins a cocoon inside
that of the spider. The pupa does not cast the larva skin, but
remains inside it. Finally the pupa tears its way out from all
its envelopes and emerges from the spider's egg-bag. On
reaching a suitable support the imago appears. It should be
noted that only one Mantispa larva lives in a single egg-bag,
and also that the Lycosa, who personally guards her eggs, does
not desert them until the Mantispa has pupated.
Above is the account given by Brauer of the European
species; some tropical forms, however, parasitize the nests of